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EPIGRAPHISCHE MITTEILUNGEN AUS ANTALYA VIII

FOUR EPIGRAMS FROM THE PERIPHERY OF NICAIA*
(Tafel 24)

The epigrams treated below were copied in 1982 by Sencer Sahin during his epigraphic
survey in and around Nicaia. They were found in Beyyayla and gdir Yaylasi, two little
villages in the middle of the Sangarios basin, some 15 km south-east of the town Yenipazar
and 40 km north-east of Eskigehir/Dorylaion. The region belonged to Nicaia, which had a
widespread territory (S. Sahin, I. v. Nikaia I, IX; Chr. Marek, EA 28, 1997, 81). The
characteristic settlements there are villages and hamlets rather than towns. Many votive and
funeral inscriptions (Sahin, I. v. Nikaia II, no. 1105; 1128, 1162; 1288; 1289; 1292; 1293;
Merkelbach-Sahin; EA 1, 1983, 57; others will be published by M. Adak, I. v. Nikaia III)
reveal the wealth of the population in the Roman Imperial Period.

The four inscriptions below have meanwhile also been published by R. Merkelbach — J. Stau-
ber, Steinepigramme aus dem griechischen Osten 2: Die Nordkiiste Kleinasiens (Miinchen/
Leipzig 2001), no.s 09/05/36, 09/05/37, 09/05/38, 09/05/32 respectively.

1. Epigram for Marcianus

The rectangular limestone stele, on top
of which is a low basis surrounded by
four acroteria on each corner of the
moulding of the cornice, is built into a
wall enclosing a mosque in Beyyayla.
H.: 1.65m.; W.: 0.48 m.; D.: 042 m.; L..
0.025-0.035 m.

* We are thankful to Mr. S. Sahin for his kind permission to publish these four epigrams and for his
encouraging support during our study on them.
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B. Takmer —

TOV KAVTOV &V Yij péom Yew—
névov &vdpa oeUVOv T
Eevin natpn peponwv Totowé—

N. Tiiner

The hospitable fatherland of the mortals,
Tatauea, embraces the, in the midland
renowned, tiller of the soil, Marcianus;

04 o xoAvnter Mapxrilovov no— and Charition, his wife,
Aolot pilov xol Telpov d— groans for his brother — loving,
vdpact ndcy Epyonovov truth-loving, slave-loving husband
1A&dedpov erAoAnBe— who was loved by most of the people
08 o xail @ihdBpentov Ov oTev— and provided service to everybody,
axl oOAAexTpog Xapitiv, since he died untimely.
youétny tpoAinodoa kol YAL— Hedylion, Marcus, Marcianus
KEPOL TOLIOEG TAUTEPQL TOV €~ and Chression, his dear children
12 mé&ov f6¢ nopiomyv ‘H- loving their respected and procuring
dvAiov Maprog Mapkiov— father (erected) this monument
0¢ Xpnooiwv ol gihonotp— so that only such things
g€lc boo0 npénetl Pviig yevé— may suit the memory
16  1q 10d¢ ofipo kapovTL of such a diligent man

Probably late 2nd century AD.

L.3/4 xotd yeo proposed by Merkelbach — Stauber, Steinepigramme II, 188 seems less
possible, since the reading Tatavén in the squeeze is sure.

The toponym of Tatauea (Totavéc) may either signify the same place called Tataion
(Térauov), which is also known as Tatauion (Totooviov) located between Golpazar and
Aricaklar, comp. Sahin, I. v. Nikaia II,1, p. 59; Zgusta, Ortsnamen 604, or the present site
near Beyyayla. On the other hand, Tatauea may, though less likely, be the ethnicon of
Marcianus in the accusative form of Tataueus (Tatovedg). Be this as it may, it is more
reasonable to admit Tatowéa-owing to the necessity of a toponym after the expression of 1
Eevin ndpn.

L. 8 otovoyl = otovoyel

L. 9 Xapttwv = Xapitiov, comp. SEG XXVIII 1978 no. 1154 (Xopitv i npdixog [f &
nedevBépg Evtuy[ie]). For the syncope of the vowel "o" in this way in the inscriptions of the
Roman Period, see Cl. Brixhe, Essai sur le grec anatolien au début de notre ére, Nancy? 1987,
p. 49.

L. 15 pvAg = pviung xopwv, comp. L. Robert, Hellenica XIII (1965), p. 71; S. $ahin, Ein
Kindersarkophag aus Umurbey im Museum von [zmit, in: EA 3 (1984), p. 108.

2. Epigram for Hedylion

A limestone stele very similar to the one above no. 1 is built into a garden wall in Beyyayla.
Between the front acroteria there is a patera on the basis, a stylus—case and a manuscript roll
below the inscription.

H.:1.38 m.; W.: 0.46 m.; D.: 0.42 m.; L.: 0.025-0.030 m.
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16V nao1 pepdnecoy gid— O, passer-by!
ov xal tipov &vdpa ‘HevA- salute Marcianus the learned man
dva copdv, eBiuevov véov [@] who was loved and highly esteemed
04 mopodeito- Xapitv i pAtn[p] by all the mortals and who died
mvoth pdporto &xBouévn, very young. Charition, his mother,
xAertol &delpol Mapx— was weighed down with grief
o¢, Mapriovog, Xpnotdg te and shed tears after him, and the
08  Adpvo yovh cad@pwv Kol renowned brothers Marcus, Marcianus
yviioio téxkva toxfio Map— and Chrestos, and Domna, his prudent
x1&vn, Mopxiavog, "Hov- wife, and the legitimate children
Aoc, EvoéBiog te Xapit— ~ Marciana, Marcianus, Hedylos, Eusebios
12 w1 6uydanp, én[w]dliov, fiv koté—  and his daughter Charition who was
Awyev, ol xail THY GTAAANY left behind as a babe in arms,
otficav ég #60e xAdog. erected this stele to glorify him.

Probably early 3rd centruy A.D.

Domna, wife of Marcianus, seems to have been named after Septimius Severius' wife. The
Severian period is also confirmed by the form of the letters. Moreover the Latin names
appearing together with the Greek ones suggest that this local family had obtained Roman
citizenship before the Constitutio Antoniniana.

L. 14 & #c8e = eic #cBr

Marcianus~Charition
] | | |
Marcus Marcianus Hedylion~Domna Chression Chrestos
| | |
| | } B
Marciana Marcianus ~ Charition Eusebios Hedylos

It is deducible from the pedigree above that Chression, whose name also appears in the first
epigram, had already died when the second inscription was engraved. Meanwhile a son named

Chrestos joined the family after the death of Marcianus, the father. Charition must have been

pregnant when her husband died.
3. Epigram for Neicys

This limestone stele is almost identical in shape to the second one above. No manuscript roll
but a stylus-case is found below the inscription. The stone is used as one of the corner stones
of a modern building in [gdir Yaylas:.

H:185m.;W.:0.52m,; D.:0.29-0.35m.; L.: 0.025-0.045 m.
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Nelkvg 'AycBeiovo— Neicys, son of Agatheion,
¢ ToAvTiporTog OS— that very lovely man is buried here.
e té0amton’ dpoav— He passed away untimely,

04 & xol YOUETNV TTPOALT— leaving his wife behind instantly
OV ToyERg O TpopoL— and his children as orphans.
pog. éxtépioey uATnp 6— Polla, his mother, and Pollion
&€ 1oV SABrov évBéd- the brother-loving, paid

08 eIdAa xoi ToAAl- honors here for the blessed,
v @LALSeAQOG v’ 6— in order to be a glory
yiydvorg xheds ein to the late-born generations.

3rd century A.D.
4. Epigram for Nicon

A large white marble stele similar in shape to no. 1 above is used as a corner stone of a
modern building in igdir Yaylasi. There is a stylus-case below the inscription.
H.: 1.68 m.; W.: 0.45-0.57 m.; D.: 0.45-0.49 m.; L.: 0.025-0.030 m.

[Totpdg pév Nikwvog Alas, I, my father Nicon’s son,
&y®d Bdvov, & Favopn— Ganymedes, died leaving
dn¢ untépa 1 mpoAnv my mother Eia behind

04 “lav év nevBel Moypd ofjpo in a mournful sorrow.
8¢ po1 168’ EBovto éni My noble children
xBovi nédeg dryavoil Nei— Neicetes and Eutychides,
g kol Evtuyidng together with Asclepiodotos

08 obv 'AckAnmioddTe e1— and my wife Eia who shed
Addehpor ke Efo youn— tears erected this stele
77| d&xpovo HVpoévT) on earth for me and
k¢ "AcxAi¢ eAadedo— Ascles made the

12 ogthuPov érextépr— tomb.
Gev. '

3rd centry A.D.

L. 4"Iov = Elov

L. 5 #0ovto = £0evto

L. 6 tédeg = notideg

The family relationship in the epigram cannot be clarified. However, Eutychides, Neicetes
and Asclepiodotos seem to be the sons of Ganymedes. His mother and wife both bore the
same name, Eia, but Ia is specifically used only for the mother in order to identify her. In that _
case the pedigree should be as follows:
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Nicon ~1Ia

Ascles Ganymedes~Fia

Neicetes Euthychides  Asclepiodotos

Akdeniz Qniversitesi/Antalya Burak Takmer
Akdeniz Universitesi/Antalya Nihal Tiiner

OZET
ANTALYA'DAN EPIGRAFI HABERLER! VIII: Nikaia Cevresinden 4 Epigram

Burada tanitilan dort epigram, Sencer $ahin tarafindan Nikaia teritoryumunda yiriitiilen epigrafi aragtirma—
larinda 1982 yilinda bulunarak kopyalanmustir. L. S. II. yiizy1l sonu III. yiizyil bagina tarihlenen epigramlarin
diizenli bir vezni yoktur.

1. Marcianus'un Mezar Epigramu:

Oliimliilerin misafirperver vatan1 Tatauia sakhiyor bagrimda (memleketin) i¢ kisimlarinda nam salmg, toprak
emekgisi Marcianus'u. Chariti(o)n, ¢ok kimsenin sevdigi ve saydig1, tiim insanlarin hizmetindeki, kardegsever,
gergeksever ve beslemesever kocasina, onu vakitsiz kaybettigi i¢in ahiizar eder. Pek sevimli, gocuklart Hedylion,
Marcus, Marcianus ve Chression; babasever kisiler olarak, ¢aligkan bir insanin anisina béyle seyler yakigir diye
(diktiler bu anitr)

2. Hedylion'un Mezar Epigrami:

Ey, yolcu ! Tim &liimliiler iginde dost ve saygin insan, geng yasta dlen, bilge Hedylion'u (selamla). Acilar iginde
yas tutan anne Chariti(o)n gézyag1 doker. Soylu kardegleri Marcus, Marcianus ve Khrestos, erdemli egi Domna
ve de megru gocuklarn Marciana, Marcianus, Hedylos, Eusebios ve geride biraktif1 emzikteki kizi Chariti(o)n bu
steli {in olsun diye diktiler.

3. Neikys'iin Mezar Epigramui:

Agateion oglu Neikys, O, ¢ok y&nlii insan burada gémiilii; Yetim birakip gocuklarini ve gargabuk terkedip esini
vakitsiz gitti. Annesi Polla ve kardegsever Pollion gelecek kugsaklara iin olsun diye rahmetliyi buraya defnetti.

4. Nikon'un Mezar Epigram:

Babam Nikon'un oglu, ben Ganymedes annem Eia'y1 tarifsiz bir kéder i¢inde birakarak 6ldiim, ah !... Neiketes
‘ve Euthykhides, Asklepiodotos ve g6z yaslarina bogulan karim Eia ile birlikte bu mezan toprak iistiine benim
i¢in diktiler. Kardegsever Askles ise mezarn {izerini Orttii.
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